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E-safety Awareness
5th January 2021
Dear Students, Parents and Guardians,

In support of our promotion to raise awareness of e-safety from term 1, we would like to bring to
everyone’s attention the responsibilities of using social media and maintaining student Internet
safety. Student and adult use of technology is increasing with access to tablets, computers,
laptops, smartphones and gaming devices 24/7.

Social Media is a powerful communication channel with friends, family and the wider world, such
as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, WhatsApp, etc. This has both benefits and risks. Posting
material online becomes public information instantly, which is both exciting and precarious. The
UAE government has put in place many laws to protect a person’s privacy. This includes, and is
not limited to, posting photos online without permission, disclosing information about someone’s
private life, prohibited to make defamatory comments about another person, and making
comments inconsistent with social cohesion and religious beliefs. If your children are using social
media please discuss the responsibilities of what they can and cannot post online.

Cyberbullying: RAK Academy is committed to ensuring that all staff, parents/guardians and
students are treated with dignity and respect. Bullying and harassment of any kind will not be
tolerated, this includes cyberbullying via social media.

Photographing and Child Protection: Photographs and recordings of your child are for
personal use only. Although social media technology is increasingly popular, there is still a need
to protect a child’s identity and maintain confidentiality. Whilst you are free to illustrate your own
child on the Internet and by doing so you are giving your own permission for your child to be on
social media. However, images and/or names of other students should not be placed on the
Internet or used for other purposes including promotional, without consulting their parents.

Thank you for your support as we aim to keep all students, staff and parents safe.
Regards,

Wayne Richardson

Head of School IPK
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